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I hereby certify that this correspondence ijiclufling the 
present Response, two Declarations, and accompanying i 
Transmittal letter is being transmitted via facs|imil4 to 
USPTO, Group Art Unit 2178 at telephone number 7i0 3- 872-9 306 , 
and to y the/ attention of Examiner J. D. Campbell bn ] 



to y the/ at 




Coiwtilss loner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RESPONSE 



Sir: 



This is in response to the Official Action} mailed 



June 7, 2004. 
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Summary of Telephone interview with Examiner on :0B/lf7/04 . 

Applicants thank Examiner for the telephon^ interview 
extended to their attorney, J, B. Kraft on August I?!, 2004. 

4 r 



belifeve that 



Aa Applicants explained in that interview, they 
they have a clear cut 37 CPR 1.131 argument as Will ise set 
forth below for a complete conception of the prdsentj 
Invention before the filing date of the Weiss Patent! 
Publication, and diligence for the brief 16 day period until 
the filing of the present Application on March 20bl. 

\ 1 



Applicants Argument [ 

The rejection of claims 1-13, 15, and 17-20! undir 



35 



use 102(e) over Weiss et al.. Pub. No, 2003/0014415 . ^ filed 
02/22/01 is respectfully traversed. 

The attached Declaration of the Inventors ihdicites 
that the Disclosure (Exhibit A) of the invention; was 
submitted to the IBM iPLaw Department before thej February 
22, 2001 filing date of the Weiss Publication. ! 

I r 

Even more significantly, the attached Declairaticin of 
Attorney, J. B. Kraft who prepared the present application 
establishes that before the February 22, 2001 filing jdate of 
I Weiss, a draft of this Application in final form! was Ibelng 
I processed by IBM's IPLaw Department. Such a dra^ irj final 
I form serves as a written conception of the invention .i 
j Thus, the only remaining question is whether th^ 

i Sixteen day period between the day before the Februaily 22, 
j 2001 Weiss date and the present Application filiiig dejte on 
I March 8, 2001 is a period of due diligence for tlie i 
I formalization of the Patent Application, the prejfaratlon of 
j supporting documents, and the execution and submlssic*! to 
'the U.S. Patent office, it is respectfully requested! that 
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the Examiner find that a 16 day period is a reagjonabjle 
period for such processes. \ 

Accordingly, the rejection of claims 14 and 16 Under 35 
use 103 (c) as being unpatentable over Weiss in yiew bf 
Tracey (US6. 199, 753) is also respectfully traver;sed.i Since 
Weiss is no longer a viable reference, this comblinatjLon of 
references can not support a rejection, 1 j 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted t^at ilaims 
1-20 are in condition for allowance, and such alkowa^ce is 
respectfully requested. f 



Respectfully submitted, 





ttornevVfor Applicants 
Regie tr 3ft ion No. 19,226 

(512) 473-2303 



PLEASE MAIL ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO 



Diana L. Roberts 
IPLaw Dept. - ZMAD 4054 
IBM Corporation 
11400 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 78758 
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